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MEMO FOR THE RECORD 10 December 1955 


i es fe ee from Washington DC called to Pind out information as to 
the sighting from Acme, Pennsylivenia. Major told him that the sighting 
took phace at 4:15 a0 November in the afternoon. (2115 Zalu) Major 
told is — a photographer in Michigan was able to take 
a picture. This photographer is from Royal Oaks. He also tol& the 
Dr that 2 search was made tn attempt to recover the object. The search 


ended unsucessfully at 0200. 
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MEMO FOR THE RECORD 10 December 1965 

| Mr Hagen from the Air Force Command Post called to find out if there | 
: is any additional information as to the sighting at Acme, Pennsylvania. | 
‘Major.told him that we had no additional information. He said that, is 
is probsaoly a bolide or a meteor. Major told him about the substance | 


which is probably chaf radar foiling material from La Pierre, Michigan. 
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MEMO FOR THE RECORD 10 December 1965 


We placed a call to Royal Oaks, Michigan to My tig * 
Major Quintanilla talzdd to Mrs Qe. ‘rege wes dciving dow 


the highway when he sawa flash. He wasn't sure if he heard a sound. 


He pulled over to the side of the highway and got out his camera and 
taok a picture. At this time, he only has the negative. On the 
negative, there avpears to be a cloud of smoke..It is going in a certain 
direction. Mrs ce: that she would be very glad to send the 


negative or prints of the negative. 
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: MEMO FOR THE RECORD 10 Dec 65 
DAYTON DAILY NEES, "ie: 
fir EE 22 ted to know the latest news on the Signting seen on Acme ,Pennsylvanie 
Aocation. Major Quintanilla told him that there were. no local reports, 
. only telephone calls. He told him-that we just contacted Oakdale Radar 
Site and there was no additional information. Major told him that the 


highway patrol went out to the area, but Pound nothing. 
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MEMO FOR THE RECORD 10 December 1965 
ie? &. from the Flint Journal called, and wanted to mnow if there | 
ig any more information on the sighting seen in Pennsylvania, Michigan, 
Ohio, Indiana. In Flint, Michigan, was found some pieces of gold, flat - | 
vibes mees with some discoloration. It was in rather large clumps.(1” long 


and 1/16th " wide) Major asked him to send a plece addressed to Project 


Blue Book. He agreed to send it. 


MEMO FOR THE RECORD 10 Dec 45 


Call from Oakdale, Pennsylvanta 

Some people saw a glowing light. 

There wes also & report that there was a blue light, and there was an odor. 
(Second call to Oakdale) 

5t Cashman said that the search ended at dout 0200, They searched with the 
State Police. They could not find anything. They do not plan on going 


out again. The news media, etc. stopped calling about 1 o'clock. 
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MEMO FOR THE RECORD 10 December 1955 


Mrs White in Colonel Jack's office from the Pentagon called. 


She wanted 


+o know the most recent number of UFO cases for 1965. We told her 715/ 
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Information Only Moore ae * 
Seuree: Saucer News, Yol 1, 7+, 


On the afternoon of Oecember 9th, a mysterious fireball made its way 
across seven nartheastern i_states and: part of Canada, and was sighted hy air- 
line pilots as well as by hundreds of ather people. Strange metal strips were 
found in a swamp 40 miles north of Detroit, anda large woodad area about 39 
miles from Pittsburg, Pa. was sealed off far several hours while a thorough 
search for debris was made by hundreds af members of tha Army’s 662nd Radar 
Squadron, stats police, and volunteers. Nothing was found, however. Officials 
state that a meteorite was probably the cause of it all, but tha times in- 
volved indicate that the object was traveling much too slow for a meteorite. 
There is also evidence that it changed course im flight. (N.Y. Journal—Ameri- 
can, 12/19/65; The Jersey City N. J. Journal, 12/10/55; Ouluth, Minn. News- 
Tribune, 12/10/65 3 UBL > ete.) ccs 
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; eee ose ~ Please excuse our eae 4 in aaa your letter repe rting. aes 
fait os your mnidentified flying object observation. A heavy backlog 
“oF correspondence and reports has pragieees: © our onawe ring ail 
paeuertes as promptly 33 we should tikes : 


wate The object. woich you ouserved;: itd of ptt tewbureh, on the. 
evening of December 9, 1965, -was definitely a brtlliant “fireball. | 
This same object was reported ta the Air Force DY Matercus 
observers a Indiana, Chio, - espn oe ‘Pennsylvenia <' 


= # 


Your interest in our prcegram is sypreciated. Thank wou for 
reporting your sigating to us... po | 


Sincerely, 
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@S0RGE PR. FREEMAN, JR. : 


Sys i Canteen ete es ~ Et Colonel, USAF aS me 
See esc arr a ‘Chief, Civil Branch Seats 
sete - Commmity Relations Divi sion Na to t 
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| Ss E on the afternoon of December_9, 
1965, a fireball that must have been 
brighter than the full moon streaked 
across the aky near the Great Lakes. 
Though. the briiiianc ight iasted only a 
few seconds, the meteor left a smoke train 
that remained visible for at least 20 min- 
utes, 

The fireball’s path through the aumno- 
sphere appears to have been steep, prob- 
ably over the southern Michigan Penin- 
sila for. ube part... This irack 
teyminated near the wesrern end of Lake 
Frie. It is possible that the fireball 
dropped meteorites, but because its trajec- 
tory is noe yet well known, it is not clear 
whether they fell on Jand or into the 
water. 

Two factors contribute to this uncer- 
tainty of the fireball's path through the 
atinosphere. Since the time was near sur- 
set, there were no star fields aGpinet which 
the fireball could be plorted. Also, the 
brief duration and shore path in the sky 
hampered attempts to fix ms direction 
aver the ground, 


IFittst 
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ne - | The train of the De- 
ee 4 ocember 9th fireball, ap- 


rere es si San proximately 45 seconds 


~~ ef after it was first sighted 
as nal by Richard P. Cham- 
rm 4 pine from about two 
=-4 qniles east of Pontiac, 
<4 Michigan, He had been 
“driving south along In- 
terstate 75 when chere 
was a Hash in the sky 
at an altitude of about 
30 degrees, The fire- 
ball traveled toward the 
east, ending at an ele- 
vation of 25 degrees. I 
lasted about one sec- 
ond. Although when 
first seen the fireball 
appeared to be fading, 
it ended with a burst 
of light. 


Standing on the shoul- 
der of the road, Mir. 
Champine took this pic- 
ture with a 4-hy-5-inch 
camera and a i127-mm. 
jens. Yt is the first of 
n series of four, the 
others being taken ai 
55, 70, anti 80 seconds 
aiter his first observa. 
4 tion. In the last picture 
°4 othe train is strongly 

: curved in the middte. 


locate any possibie meteoritic mass, An 
astronomer close to the scene was Von 
Del Chamberlain of the Abrams Pianetar- 
ium, Kast Lansing, Michigan. In response 
to his requests for information, more than 
100 persons sent him reports. He writes: 

“The fireball occurred at about 21:44 
Universai time ({:44 p.m. Eastern stan- 


Pootioe 
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Delrati 


The path of the fireball 
extended roughly from 
northwest to southeast, 
massing well south of 
fontiac and Detroit, 
Michigan, and ending 
in or near the western 
part of Lake Erje. 


| 
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Great Lakes Fireball 


dard time). Vhe duration of the meteor 
was about four seconds, and it was de- 
scribed as a brilliant light which took 
on a reddish hue at the end of its path. 
Color estimates indicate that it changed 
rapidly from white to orange 

“The brightness must have been on the 
order of magnitude -—15 for an olsserver 
tocated in southeastern Michigan. The 
areball bursi into one iarge and several 
smaller fragments before it disappeared. 

“Several thunderous, resounding, and 
tumbling booms were heard in the De- 
troit area, 24 to five minutes later, de- 
pending on the location of the observer. 
A seismograph at Willow Run Airport 
(about 25 miles southwest of Detroit) 
recorded the shock. 

“One observer in Michigan had just 
finished taking sunset pictures and had 
turned toward the southeast when the 
firebali appeared. He quickly took two 
color pictures of the train and cloud. 

“Preparations are under way for Cana- 
diam scientists and myself to begin ser 
ious attempts to locate the region of » 
possible fall of meteorites.” 

By chance, G. W. Wetherill, a geophys. 
ics and geology protessor ac the Univer 
sity of California ac Los Angeles hat 
already planned a business trip eass. H 
started three days carlier, in order ¢ 
interview people who had seen the fir 
ball. 

“On December 12th I arrived at Clev 
iand, rented a car, and drove west 
talk to people at Elyria, Ohio. Later 
the day i visited the Federal Acronaut! 
Administration flight controi center 
Oberlin, Ohio, to see if they had any u * 
fal intormation, They did, and throu 
Mr. Hatton of this facility I was giy 
2 copy of 25 reporrs by airerafe pilots 

“The first report was received ac 4 
p.m. EST trom American Airlines Fi: 


i860, vhich was about 20 miles west 
Peck, Michigan (some 55 miles north 
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Cem tinued from page 79) | 
was much closer than it really was. When, 
it disappeared behind a house or a tree, 
many people thought it had fallen only 
a few hundred yards beyond. 

“If the meteorite had fallen a few min- 
utes later that day, it probably could have 
been recovered from the much more [i 
vorable terrain farther west. The stee; 
trajectory with the short visibility of ths 
fireball indicate that it was extraterres 
trial matter rather than a returning space 


craft.” 
William Werner, a regional directo é 
for the American Meteor Society, sul , : 


mitied three sightings. One was by How~ 
ard Duell of Wooster, Ohio, who ds 
scribed the fireball as “very bright, ye 
lowish, like a rocket flame. Blue-gra 
smoke irail remained one minute; la 
puft, five minutes.” ; 
Peter M. Millman of the National R 
search Council of Canada forwarded | 
report from H. Neecham art the Londo; 
Ontario, airport. Fle described the linge 


ing train as seen most of the time again . 
a clear western sky. it became twisted ar 04 


off-white in color, ending as “a thin ho 
zontal cloud” visible for at least 20 mi 
utes. 


| 
t ‘ 
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Detroit). The crew had sighted an object, 
trailing smoke south of Detroit. 
“Within the next few minutes many! 
other radio messages were received from! 
airborne observers in Michigan, Ontario,| 
and Ohio. Many pilots thought an air-, 
plane was down in Lake Erie. When all 
the bearings were plotted ona il they} 
intersected in an approximately fe 
square-nile area between “Toledo, Ohio, | 
and Pelee [sland (see map). This agreed | 
with sightings from the Cleveland area. 
“The next day I drove farther west to} 
the region of Fremont, Sandusky, aiid) 
Port Clinton, Ohio. Although these cities, 
were nearer the end of the fireball’s trajec- 
tory, very few people had noticed the 
phenomenon, probably because it -was 
high in the sky rather than close to the: 
horizon. However, several reports placed) 
the fireball to the north. One observer! 
at Port Clinton—on the south shore of; 
Lake Erie—also saw the fireball to the 
north, indicating quite clearly that no im 
pace occurred south of the. lake. 

“IT then telephoned police stations and 
local operators on all inhabited islands: 
in the western end of Lake Erie, inquir-| 
ing if anyone had seen the fireball. No 
one had, but many persons heard a loud: 
detonation or sonic boom at that time. 
Several people were certain that it came, 
from the west or northwest. This sonic 
boom had also heen heard by many 
Port Clinton, but nor farther east. 

“In view of the small population of, 
these islands {Pciee Island; North, Midd- 
dle, and South Vass islands; and Kelleys 
Island) and the fact that most inhabitants 
stay inside as much as possible in Decem- 
ber, it is not surprising that there were 
no observers of the fireball, 

“Calling Colchester, Ontario, on the 
opposite shore of the lake, I talked to 


Mrs. Margaret Lankin, who with her: 


daughter had been hanging clothes when 
the fireball appeared. About 30 seconds 
after it disappeared, they heard toud 
detonations. 

“I also talked by telephone to Richard 
Champine, who took the accompanying 
photograph. His name had been given 
to me by the FAA in Oberlin. 

‘It is clear that only one fireball oc- 
curred and that this became nonluminous 
a number of tiles above the western end 


of Lake Erie. Most observers agreed thac . 


it burst into several pieces at the end of 
Its trajectory. 
“The fireball was observed by many 


people in Ontario, Michigan, Oh io, Penn- . 


sylvania, and 19 a lesser exrent im neigh- 


boring states. In newspaper accounts, a. 
great many supposed impact sites were — 


reported, both in southwestern Pennsyl- 


vania and castern Ohio. Fragments were 
‘Chaimed to have fallen in Ohio and Mich. | ° 


isan, 

“These imagined happenings arose 
from the impossibility of estimating the 
distance of an object im che sky. Almost 
everyone who saw the fireball thought it 

(Continued on page &2, 
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OCT i 3 1966 


This is in reply to your letter of December 10 to Wrignte 
Patterson Air Force Base in which you recuestesd iaformasion 
regarding the identity of the seterial which you inclosed. 
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The "fireball" which was spotted by Lapeer Comty residents 
wes also observed by residents in Indiana, Ohio, southeastern 
. Michigan and Pennsylvania. There i3 ho connection Setween the 
fireball and the material woich was found in Lancer County. The 
material which you sutmitted for analysis is chaff. This material 
is drcovped by aircrart to confuse rader cumplexes when participatin: 
in interdiction exercises. Chaff can travel for many siles, depend. 
ing on wind currents acd wind welned tien: 
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| = : | te Lt Colsnel, USA? 

: : -~- Citer, Civil Eragch 
Community Relaticns Divisica 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 
: HEADQUARTERS FOREIGN TECHNOLOGY DIVISION (AFSC) 
: WRIGHT-PATTERSON AIR FORCE BASE, OHIO 45433 
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l. ir Kenneth A Parks, Lapeer County Sheriff, has requested infornm- 
ation regarding the identity of some material which he submitted to 
FID. The following paragraph is provided to assist you with your 
repiye 


2. The "fireball" which was spotted by Lapeer County residents was 
also observed by residents in Indiana, Ohio, Southeastern Michigan, 
and Pennsylvania. ‘There is no connection between the fireball and 
the material which was found in Lapeer County. The material submit- 
ted to FID for analysis, by Sheriff Parks, is "chaff." This material 
is cropped by aircraft to confuse radar complexes when participating 
in interdiction exercises. "Chaff" can travel. for many miles, depend- 
ing on wind currents and wind velocities. 


FOR THE COMMANDER 


o> Bz La 


ERIC T de JONCKHZEZRE, Colonel, USAF 2 Atchs 
Deputy for Technology and Subsystems 1. Ltr Lapeer County Sheriff 


2. Envelope containing charf 


LAPEER COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE. 
KENNETH A. PARKS, SHERIFF 
LAPEER + MICHIGAN 


Phona MO 664-8565 eee 


December 10, 1965 


Project Bluebook 

Fis Ds 

Wright, Patterson Air Force Base, 
Dayton, Ohio. 


Gentlemen: | \. 


On December 9, 1965 in Lapeer County several 
residents spotted a fireball in the sky, said 
that there was a streak of smoke and fire. Some 
claimed that they seen an object go down. In 
the area the enclosed was found. 


Would you be able to identify this and advise 
any information that might be of help in this 
matter. 


Thank you. ; <7), 
very tru y A : 
: A toa CLAY LMG E ipa 


fennetn A. Park ort 
/taseor County Sheriff. 
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MEMO FOR THE RECORD 10 December 1965 

Be lates from Detroit, Michigan called in regards to the picture of 
the meteor which landed in Acme, Pennsylvania. He said that it was 105 
degrees saagnetic. It came dow to about 25 degrees, ‘The duration was 


instantaneous. It lasted less than 1/4 second. He ‘legt his numbee- 


at work gaint He would be working until 5:30. 
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MEMO FOR THE RECORD LO December 1965 

Major Howard from the Pentagon called. He wanted to find some inrorm tion 
as to what he could release as a statement to the public.concerning the 
meteor over Acme, Pennsylvania. Major told him that a team of men ver 
sent out from the Oakdale Radar Site im Oakdale, Fennsylvania. ‘They 
searched until 2 o'clock, and were unsuccessful in finding the object. 


~ 


This thing was visual, was not picked up by radar. Major told Major 
Howard that reports came from northern Pennsylvania, Southern Michigan, 
Northern Ohio, and parts of indiana. The team of men who were sent out 

to pick up the object worked along with the State Highway Patrol in trying 
to recover the object. He explained the Major Howard that the thing couid 
be a meteor or a bolide. He expalined that a bolide is a meteor with sound. 
This thing could travel 24 miles per second. Major Quintanilla said that 
it was Ok to call it a meteor that entered the atmosvhnere. He said that 


investigation is still under way. There was no space debris which entered 


the atmosphere on 9 December 1965. 


MEMO FOR THE RECORD 10 December 1955 


The Information Orficer from Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, called to Pind 
out what he could about the meteor seen over Acme, Pennsylvania. We 
told him it would be wise to contact the Pentagon, and possibly get 


~ the same statement which the Pentagon is releasing to the public. 


: 7: — | ay > < Tsay == i wah ot ol [LA mal Pe? Cig Wer oT re — eae 
Sh aa le ae a ' Pry ee | a_i ae 


MEMO FOR THE RECORD 10 December 1965 

Houston Snace Center requested information as to the sighting near Acme, 

ennsylyania. Major told him that sh Air Force team along with the 

State Hiczhway Patrol searched the area until 2 o'clock this morning. : 


Major seve him the location as 45-50 umilesseast of Pittsburgh. 


